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A ARESOVERN MENT is granted neceſſary, as 
td SS over the perſons of men, {o of thoſe things 
which are convenient and fit for the mainte= 
nance of humane Society. 
Arts and Merchandiſe are the naturall 
 effe&sand employment of this Society: And 
as without Goyernment, men conld not be 
- reduced into order, no more could Arts and 
Merchandiſe be improved, to the benefit of 
{- the {aciety,.of mankinde, if the ſame were 
= not by the Magiſtrate regulated. 
- There was never atiy Nation, but as ſoon 
AS It "RR civilliz” d, it ſought to employ it {elfe,to make advantage of the 
growth and produ&t of rhe Land upon which God placed the ſame: 
God war not bleſſed any Nation with that univerſall produ& ofitsown 


h Cys as thar. it ſhould-not Rand in need of ſomething, whereof ano- 


ther may farmiſh it; and hath either given a ſuperfluity to every Nation,by 


comimutation,to ſupply one anther recipcocally , or clſe the quickneſs and 


induſtry of. ſpint,i invention-and labour, to furniſh their” ſeverall wants and 
neceflitics otherwayes. | - 


The ſuperfluity of England was Beftiall, and the vrodudt of its Mines: 
The Shtep-rendred an overplus of Wools, and Wool tells, tlie other Cat- 
tle, Leather, and the cntrails of the earth, -Lead. 
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Our Fore- fathers did a long time content themſelves to be diſcharged 
thereof, even as nature, with little art and workmanſhip, gave the ſame 
unto them. | | Tir 

The Neighbour-Nation of Flanders, not abounding in any thing of this 
kinde, did buy this wool, and Endraped the ſame, and grew more opu- 
lent by, their ManufaQure thereof, than this Nation, by the material it 
felt. OS vs of, . 

The Grower of wool reſted in the profit he made of his wools, at his 
own door, or his Countrey-market;z and thence did ariſe a ſort of men 
who bought the fame up of them, and begot a Traffique berween the 
Wool-grower and the foreign Endraper, which were from their eſtabliſh- 
ivg their Market for the ſtranger in {ome certain City, lying commodious 
for entercourſe, called Sraplers. 

Yet ſtill all along the Supreme Magiſtrate made Laws, both as to the 
ſorting, combing; and-packing of wools, as alſo for the ſaid Staplers more 
regular ifluing of the ſame our of the Land, granting them many Franchi- 
zes, Immunities, Priviledges, and Exemptions not communicable to every 
perſon, but to ſuch only as were bred up in the myſtery of their Trade. 


So here is a Corporation eſtabliſhed for the regulation of the firſt 
ingredient of _ Clothing for their incouragement they have Fran- 
chizes, and for their regular iſſuing out their commodities they have 
Mart-Towns abroad, and at home : And all , this found neceffary 
by the wiſdome of ſeveral Parliaments. CIEpn Mas 

Franchizes and priviledges import diſtindtion and ſeparation be-« 

' tween and from other perſons , and without theſe no great affair 
can either be compaſled or maintained. | 

In King Edward the firſt's time, there did ſpriag"up out of the 
Guild of Mercers London, a fort of Engliſh Merchants, who firſt 
began to attempr the bringing in the making of Cloth into this 
Land, and about the latter end of his Reign, viz. Anno 1296. they 
obtained priviledges of John the Second, Duke of Brabant, and 
Rapled themſelves in Antwerp, zoyning in ſociety with them all o- 
ther Engliſh Merchants reſorting to thole parts. {2 BE 

After few years, King Edward' the third, raking notice of their 
hopeful growth, did, to mncourage this ManufaGture, by many pri- 
viledges, invite over the Strangers, both Cloth-makers and Cloth- 
dreſſers, authortzing all by palfiawent : inſomach', as at the latter 
end of hjs Reign, he and his Parliaments did adventure to prohibit 
the importation of foreign Cloth. | - 

King Henry the fourth, finding how that the Government of this 
Trade (which hitherto had no other countenance, but by and under 
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a foreign Prince) might be advanced by the concurrence of his Aii. 
thority, did firſt, Anno 1 406. grant theſe Merchants a Charter-t6 
govern this Trade, both abroad and at home ; and he grounded the 
lame upon the defe& of good Government. | 


Now. then, the conveniences of this Governinci will appear; 
from the benefits which ariſe thereby. Firſt, to_ the publique, 
and then to the private Undertakers ; and laſtly, to. the ſeveral 

 Artificers and Workmen depending on Clothing, and the graerdl 
influence the lame hath upon the whole Nation. | 


The publique Intereſt is. ne 


T hat nothing is more evident, than that. the upholding this Government 
hath obtained, and gained this great ManufaQure from the Stranger. 

That it hath, all along, cheriſhed amity and entercourle between this 
Nation, and its neighbours. 

That it hath ſcalonably prevented all Innovations, wrongs, incroach- 
ments, and exaQions abroad and at home, whilſt the Supreme Magiſtrate 
continued its protection. 

That it hath, in. all times, advanced the vent of Clothing abroad. PEE 

That it hack augmented and ſecured the publique Revenue, | __ 

That it hath maintained and increaſed the Navigation. ts 

That when either the honour of the Nation abroad, or the neceſlitics 
thereof at home, have required the ſame, this Fellowſhip, becauſe of their 
Government, was alwayes to be found, were fill ready and at hand, and by 
their forward and dutiful ſervices, have averted many imminent dangers on 
the Nation from abroad, and ſupplied many -great occaſions at home, as 
can be manifeſted by many particulars in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
That by its Courts and Staples, and their good Government abroad, the 

Princes and Republiques of Germany, and the ſeventeen Provinces of the 
Netherlands, bave outvied one the other, in offering them priviledges and 
immunitics aboye all other Nations. 

That hereby theſe Priviledges and Immunities are become the Rights of 
this Fellowſhip, nor ex gratia, which bath inall Treaties been inſiſted 
upon. 


And hence to the pablick alſo; as well as to ; this Fellowſhipphave 
accrued theſe benefits and advantages. 


That throughout fo many Ages this Kingdomic hath trained up, and 
been ftill ſupplied with knowing and experienc'd Merchants, as well in the 
tcue and good making of the Cloth, and other Woollen nes of 
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this Land; as alſo in the" Wy of the vent-ard: profit theredf beyond 
the Seas. 

That the Fellowſhip may. cake and dal cheir Staple of Reſidence in 
any City of thole parts, as they ſhall agree ; and that che Supreme Magi- 


| ſtrate ſhall provide, that they ſhall be therein priviledged, as they have 
| beenin any other Countreys, or places ;/ that nothing ſhall be Wo on 


their Perſons of Goods, but by their fore-knowledge. 

That ſilt, in all-accidents of difference, or war, between this Nation 
and the Supreme Magiftrates of the Low Countries , they ate provided, 
by Letters of ſafe conduQ, to retreat in due time with their Perſons and 


Pd 


Eſtates, and clear themſelves of the Countrey, which was religiouſly ob- 


{erved, during the late breach with the States General. 

That their Goods, by miſtake of entry, are not ſubjze& to confiſcation. 

| That they pay, neither to the Supreme,-nor to the Infertour Magiſtrate 
any Dutres upon Clothes, Kerleys, or Bayes. 

That in caſe of wrack at Sea, their Goods which can be recovered are 
reſtored upon reaſonable Salvage. 

That if by tempeſt, or other misfortune, any Ship of the Fellowſhip; de- 


ſigned for their Mart or Reſidence, enter any other Port, or Haven, that | 
the {ame ſhall not be obliged tO pay-any Duty or Toles, except they break 


bulk. 

That the ſaid Fellowſhip may make their comrade with ſuch conditions, 
as ſhall beto their moſt benefit, containing themſelves withm the general 
limits of the Laws of thoſe Lands. | 
| That the Members thereof may make their Wills,” and diſpoſe of 'their 
moveable Goods ; and that they ſhall be of the {ame validity, as if made irr 
England. 

That the Fellowſhip ſhall have civil ;ariſdiftion for the adminiſtration 
of Law and Juſtice over and amongſt themſelves, and their ſuppoſts, be- 
ing Engliſh-men, according to their own Lawsand Cuſtomes, and the pri- 
viledges by them, i in thoſe Lands, and'cl{ewhere obtained and uſed. 

That in no ContraQs made with the Fellowſhip, the Debtor ſhall have 
any Letters of Reſpit, or the like, for penn of time, or protedtiorr 
againft the Law. | 

That in criminal Caſes, if any perſon accuſe any of the Fellowſhip, the 
accuſer ſhall be kept in Ward with the accuſed, rill the'delict be made ap- 
pear ; and for the default therein, the acculed ſhall be forthwith diſchar- 
ged without coſts or damage. 

That none of the Fellowſhip ſhall ſuffer chuklcacita. « or other damage 
in his Goods for crime bm ent by his fervant without his knowledge. 

_ Yet all this, upon condition that the Fellowſhip ſhall hold and keep 
their Court of Refidence in thoſe Lands. 
The 


© 
q" The priviledees and benefits of the Fellowſhips Re, fdence: 
abroad are. 


That in all caſes, either of ſlaughter, wounding, or abuſing the perſons 
of any of the Fellowſhip, or dammaging of their Ships or tackle in the 
Harbour, or of ſtealing any of their Coods, ſpcedy and exemplary Juſtice 
ſhall be ; lk and reſtitution or reparation be made. | 


That they ſhall enzoy Churches peculiar to themlelves, which are kept 
in reparation by the Towns. 

Thar they are provided of fair publick houſes to keep their Aſſemblies 
in, andentertain their Faors and Agents daily, beſides, houſes for their 
Governour, Miniſter, Concierges, and free Hoſts, Secretaries, Clerks, and 
all Under-Officers, according to the quality of every of them, all free of 
Rei, and repaired at the charge of the Towns. 

That they enjoy, inthele publick houſes, freedome of all manner of 
Excizes; as to all ſorts of Beer, Wine, Fue], a'd all other proviſions for 
houſe-keeping, and for all commerce, and the like, in all their private 
houſes, fo they keep no publick Table tor Strangers. 

That they, in thele houſes, are free of all Watchings, Wardings, OL 
Quartering of Souldiers, and all contribution in that. behalf, real or per- 
ſonal. 


That no Engliſh or Scotch Garriſon ſhall be lodged i in their Reſidence; 
without the approbation and conſent of the Fellowſhip. 


That no Engliſb-man ſhall be admitted Burger, 2-7; the conſent of 
che F ellowſhip. 
That thefF ellowſhip may make Kireſt of the perſon and Goods of any 
Engliſh, by their ow n Officers, of their own authority. 

That the Stranger may ſue in the Court of the Fellowſhip any Engliſh 
man, and ſhall be obliged to abide and periorm the Sentence thereof, and 
ſhall not withdraw his Cauſe, or Appeal. 


That the Caules of all Engliſh, in the Courts of thic Town, ſhall be 
preferred in dilpatch. 

..Thar no Arreſt or Attachment of any perſon. or Goods, made by the 
Town- Officers, by Suit of any of "the Fellowſhip, ſhall be diſmiſt, or dif- 
charged withoot their conſent. 

"Thar no.man of the Fellowſhip, either in his perſon or Goods, ſhall, iti. 
any civil Aion. be Arreſted, without the-fore-knowledge and conſent of 
the Governour, or his Deputy. 

. Thar 1n all caſes of Capinal Crime, « or even of High Treaſon, coininit- 
ted by any of the Fellowſhip, his Eſtate ſhall, nevertheleſs, not be confiſ 
tated; but come to his heirs; neither the Goods of his Principals or Friends; 
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x:: his, or any other mens hands, be touched or forfeited in thoſe Cities. 
Thar none of their Burgers ſhall colour Engliſh mens goods, 


I hat the Fare or allowance, upon defaults of Engliſh Cloth, ſhall be 


modcraced. 

T hat the Fellowſhip may chuſe their own Meaſurers and - Packers, Bro- 
kers, and other Officers. | 

That the Fellowſhip ſhall be provided of all fitting Dwelling- houſes, 
Lodgings, and Pack-houles at a reaſonable rent. 


T he { onveniences and Renefits of the Fellowſhips Government 
meNG LAND, az: 


To breed up Youth, for ſucceſſion, to take care they be inftructed by 
their Maſters in their trade 3 to fee they be decently maintained, to pro- 
vide they be , indue time, ſent over by their Maſters, to be acquain- 
ted, as well with the Foreign, as Home-trading ; and that they be there 
lo overſ{cen, and regulated , that they may be reſtrained from vice, and 
thole inconveniencies which Youth are inclined, and liable unto. 

To imploy no perſon to be a FaGor abroad, but Engliſh onely, and 
 luch, ſo bred up, as aforeſaid. 

To prevent, that the Kingdome loſe not a Subje by foreign Marriage, 
and that thereby the Myſtery of their Trade be not communicated to 


Stran gers, 


To take care, that all Clothes and Woollen Manufactures of this Land 
be Shippcd io, no orher part of their priviledges beyond the Seas, but on- 
ly to. the Mart, or Staple-Towns, both to maintain the Treaties in this 
behatt, ad to increaſe as well the ManufaQture at home, as the vent there- 
of ab:oad, and there to uphold the eſteem and price thereof, which can 
only be done 1n a Mart-Town. 

To appoint Shipping in the due Seaſons of the year, and according as 
the Market abroad requireth, or incourageth them; and that no man have 
the advantage of going to Market before another. 

To take order that the Merchant, full grown, and full of ſtock, do not 
carry away, or ingroſs the Commodity, but that there may be room and 
incouragement for Plants, and men of lower Eſtates, toumploy their ſtocks 


and indeavours. 


To inſ{pe& into the true making of Cloth, and all other Woollen Ma- 


nutacures. Mn 
To prevent the exportation of Wools and Fullers-cearth, in which two 


points the Fellowſhip hath taken more pains, and been at greater expencesz 
than all the Corporations, and Merchants in England. 
| oO 
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| Togivean account, from time to time; of all incroachments and ar. 


tempts upon their Trade, and Priviledges beyond the Seas, and of the 


reaſons of all decay or obſtruftion of Trade, both at home, and abroad ; 
and to advile, in the Scation, remedy and redrels thereof. 

To correſpond weekly, and as there ſhall be occaſion, with their Courts 
and Members, as well reſi.ing beyond the Seas, as planted throughout 


the Ports of England. 


To carry through all which affairs incumbent upon them, they 
imploy perſons of known worth, and integrity ; in the fi:ſt place, of 
Government, entertain Miniſters of zeal, good knowledge, litera 
ture, and example of good life, for Gods due worſhip and Service in 
his Ordinances, breed up ſeveral men able to ſerve their Countrey, 
if need be, and to inform the ſame, of the ſtate of foreign Nations, 
and their attempts and competition upon, and tor this great Staple 
of Clothing; and that the Fellowſhip do relieve daily many dj- 


ſtreſſed perions of this Nation abroad. 


